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A.  POPULATION

The United States Census Bureau calculates population estimates for the years that fall between
their ten-year census counts.  According to these estimates, the population of Louisiana as of
July 1, 1998 was 4,351,769.  The most recent Census Bureau estimates for Louisiana�s basic
demographic subgroups (i.e. race, gender, and age groups) are for the state�s 1997 population.
The subgroup estimates are given in the following table.

When these figures are compared with the Census Bureau estimates of the national population in
1997, Louisiana and the United States have very similar population distributions by gender and
age group.

Source: United States Census Bureau, 1997 Population Estimates
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Estimates of the population distribution by race, however, show the percentage of African-Ameri-
cans in Louisiana is more than twice the national average, with 32.1% in Louisiana versus 12.7%
nationally.  Individual parishes in Louisiana range from 5% to 67% African-American.

Source: United States Census Bureau, 1997 Population Estimates

As in the rest of the nation, advancing age brings an increase in the proportion of women to men.
Louisiana�s 1997 population estimates for the 45 to 64 years age group are 47% male and 53%
female.  The percentages change to 28% male and 72% female in the 85+ age group.
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Source: United States Census Bureau, 1997 Population Estimates

Within individual age groups, the race/gender proportions change with advancing age.  Prior to
age 20, both white males and white females comprise approximately 29% of the population of
each age group, and African-American men and women approximately 19%.  By age 85+, 54% of
the population are white women, 20% are white men, 18% are African-American women, and 8%
are African-American men.

Source: United States Census Bureau, 1997 Population Estimates
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Although 1997 estimates are the most current available for demographic subgroups in Louisiana,
the United States Census Bureau has calculated parish-level population estimates for 1997.  The
changes in Louisiana�s parish populations that occurred between the 1990 census and the 1997
estimates are given in the table below.
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B.  BIRTHS

Live Birth Counts and Birth Rates
In 1997, there were 65,947 births to Louisiana residents.  This marked a slight increase from the
number of Louisiana births in 1996 (up 1.2%), while at the national level there was a slight de-
crease (down 0.5%) in the number of births between 1996 and 1997.  Louisiana�s 1997 crude birth
rate is 15.2 live births per 1,000 population.  Because the crude birth rate relates the number of
live births to the total population in an area, without regard to the age or sex distribution of the
population, it is useful as a measure of the contribution of births to the growth of the population of
the area.1   Louisiana�s 1997 crude birth rate was slightly higher than in 1996 (15.0 per 1,000
population), and also slightly higher than the 1997 national rate (14.6 per 1,000 population).

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
                National Center for Health Statistics (preliminary 1997 data)

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

1 Clarke SC and Ventura SJ. Birth and Fertility Rates for States: United States, 1990. National Center for Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat
21(52). 1994.
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In the table below, crude birth rates are furnished to provide an idea of Louisiana�s standing
among the neighboring states.  (Note: Although Louisiana�s final 1997 rate is available and is
reported in this document, National Center for Health Statistics preliminary 1997 data for all states
have been used in the table below to permit comparison with surrounding states.)  Louisiana
continues to rank in the top third of the country in terms of birth rate.  Louisiana�s 1997 ranking of
11th is higher than its 1996 ranking of 14th.  Among neighboring states, Louisiana�s birth rate
ranks in the middle.

Although African-Americans represent only 32% of the population of Louisiana, 41% of the state�s
live births in 1997 were to African-American mothers.  The birth rate for whites is 13.0 per 1,000
population while that of African-Americans is 19.4.  Much of the disparity seems to occur in women
under the age of 25.  Although birth rates for both racial groups peak in the twenties, the birth rate
for African-Americans is much higher for mothers less than 25 years old than for whites of compa-
rable age.  After the age of 25, birth rates become more similar.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health StatisticsSource: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
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There is also disparity among parishes in terms of birth rate.  Vernon parish has the highest rate at
20 births per 1,000 population.  This is more than twice the rate of West Feliciana (8.1), the parish
with the lowest birth rate.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
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��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � ��� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � �� �� � ����� ���� ����
&DGGR ���� ���� ���� $//�� �� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� ���� ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ %ODFN �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � �� �� � ����� ���� ����
&DOFDVLHX ���� ���� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � � ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � �� � � ����� ���� ����

$JH�LQ�<HDUV

/LYH�%LUWKV�E\�5DFH�DQG�$JH�RI�0RWKHU�
3DULVK�RI�2FFXUUHQFH�DQG�3DULVK�RI�5HVLGHQFH

/RXLVLDQD������
5HVLGHQFH



11

1999 Louisiana Health Report Card Population and Vital Statistics

3DULVK 7RWDO�E\ 7RWDO�E\ 5DWH 5DFH /HVV�WKDQ ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� 8QN
2FFXUUHQFH 5HVLGHQFH ��

&DOGZHOO � ��� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ %ODFN � � �� � � � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
&DPHURQ ���������� ��� ���� $//�� ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ %ODFN ���� ����� � ����� � ����� ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
&DWDKRXOD ���������� ��� ���� $//�� ���� �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ %ODFN ���� �� �� � � � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
&ODLERUQH ��� ��� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� � ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
&RQFRUGLD ��� ��� ���� $//�� � �� ��� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
'H6RWR � ��� ���� $//�� � �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
(��%DWRQ�5RXJH ���� ���� ���� $//�� �� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ %ODFN �� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ 2WKHU ���� � �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
(��&DUUROO � ��� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ :KLWH ���� � �� � � � � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
(��)HOLFLDQD � ��� ���� $//�� ���� �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ %ODFN ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
(YDQJHOLQH ��� ��� �� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH � �� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� �� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� � ����� � ����� ����� ���� ����
)UDQNOLQ � ��� ���� $//�� � �� ��� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
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*UDQW � ��� ���� $//�� ���� �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ %ODFN ���� � �� � � � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� � ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
,EHULD ���� ���� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � �� � � � ����� ���� ����
,EHUYLOOH ��� ��� ���� $//�� � �� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
-DFNVRQ � ��� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� � �� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
-HIIHUVRQ ���� ���� �� $//�� �� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ���� ���� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ %ODFN �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ 2WKHU � �� �� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
-HII��'DYLV ��� ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � � ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � � � ����� ���� ����
/DID\HWWH ���� ���� ���� $//�� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ��� ������ %ODFN � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � �� �� � ����� ���� ����
/DIRXUFKH ���� ���� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � �� �� � � ����� ���� ����
/D6DOOH ��� ��� ���� $//�� ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ %ODFN ���� � � � � � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
/LQFROQ ��� ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � � ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� �� � � ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� ��� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� � ����� � ����� � ���� ����
/LYLQJVWRQ � ���� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ����
��������������� � ���� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ %ODFN ���� �� �� �� � � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � � ����� ����� ���� ����
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0DGLVRQ ���������� ��� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ :KLWH ���� � �� �� � � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
0RUHKRXVH ��� ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� ��� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
1DWFKLWRFKHV ��� ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH � �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � � ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � � ����� ����� ���� ����
2UOHDQV ���� ���� ���� $//�� �� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� �� ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH � �� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ %ODFN �� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ 2WKHU ���� �� �� �� �� �� � � ����
2XDFKLWD ���� ���� ���� $//�� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� ���� ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� ���� ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ %ODFN �� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� � � � � ����� ���� ����
3ODTXHPLQHV � ��� ���� $//�� � �� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � � � ����� ���� ����
3RLQWH�&RXSHH � ��� ���� $//�� � �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
5DSLGHV ���� ���� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� ���� ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���� ��� ������ %ODFN � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � � � ����� ���� ����
5HG�5LYHU � ��� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ :KLWH ���� � �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � �� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� � � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� � ����� � ����� ����� ���� ����
5LFKODQG � ��� ���� $//�� � �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� � ����� ����� ���� ����
6DELQH � ��� ���� $//�� ���� �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� � �� ������ %ODFN ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � � � � ���� ����
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6W��%HUQDUG � ��� ���� $//�� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ %ODFN ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � �� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� � �� � � ����� ���� ����
6W��&KDUOHV � ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH � �� �� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ %ODFN ���� �� �� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� � � � � ����� ���� ����
6W��+HOHQD � ��� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� �� � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ :KLWH ���� � �� �� � � ����� ���� ����
��������������� � �� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� � � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
6W��-DPHV � ��� �� $//�� � �� �� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� � �� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
6W��-RKQ ��� ��� �� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � � ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� �� � � ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� ��� �� �� �� � � ����
��������������� � � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � � ����� ����� ���� ����
6W��/DQGU\ ���� ���� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � ��� ��� ��� �� �� �� ���� ����
��������������� � � ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
6W��0DUWLQ � ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH � �� ��� ��� �� �� � � ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � ����� � ����� ���� ����
6W��0DU\ ��� ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� ���� �
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� �
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � � � ����� ���� ����
6W��7DPPDQ\ ���� ���� �� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � �� � ����� ���� ����
7DQJLSDKRD ���� ���� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� �� � �
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� �
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � � ����
��������������� � �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � � ����� ����� ���� ����
7HQVDV � �� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� � � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ :KLWH ���� � �� � � � � ���� ����
��������������� � �� ������ %ODFN � �� �� � � � � ���� ����
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7HUUHERQQH ���� ���� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ����
��������������� ���� ���� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ 2WKHU � �� �� �� �� � � � ����
8QLRQ � ��� ���� $//�� � �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � �� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � � ����� ����� ���� ����
9HUPLOLRQ ��� ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH � �� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����
��������������� � �� ������ 2WKHU ���� � � � � ����� ����� ���� ����
9HUQRQ ��� ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN ���� �� �� �� �� �� ����� ���� ����
��������������� �� �� ������ 2WKHU � � �� �� � � ����� ���� ����
:DVKLQJWRQ �� ��� ���� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ :KLWH � �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� �� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
:HEVWHU ��� ��� �� $//�� � ��� ��� ��� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� ��� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� � � ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� � � � ����� ���� ����
:��%DWRQ�5RXJH � ��� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� � ��� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� �� � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� � ������ 2WKHU ���� � ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
:��&DUUROO ���������� ��� ���� $//�� ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ %ODFN ���� � �� � � � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
:��)HOLFLDQD � ��� ��� $//�� � �� �� �� �� � ����� � ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ :KLWH ���� � �� �� �� � ����� � ����
��������������� � �� ������ %ODFN � �� � �� � � ����� ���� ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
:LQQ � ��� ���� $//�� � �� �� �� �� � � � ����
��������������� � ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� ����
��������������� ���������� �� ������ %ODFN � �� �� �� �� � ����� � ����
��������������� ���������� ��������� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����
2XW�RI�6WDWH ��� ���� ������ $//�� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� � �
��������������� ��� ��� ������ :KLWH ���� �� ��� ��� ��� �� �� � �
��������������� ��� ��� ������ %ODFN ���� �� �� �� �� � � ���� �
��������������� � �� ������ 2WKHU ���� ����� � � � ����� ����� ���� ����
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Prenatal Care
Prenatal care is recognized as an important means of providing medical, nutritional, and educa-
tional interventions to reduce the risk of adverse pregnancy outcomes and to identify women at
high risk for these outcomes.  It has been estimated that for every dollar spent on prenatal care,
up to $3.38 can be saved on direct medical costs.2   Beyond the positive effect on birth outcomes,
prenatal care is a vital part of women�s health care, as many women (particularly adolescents,
minorities, and women of low socio-economic status) first enter the health care system during
pregnancy.3

Prenatal care is most effective when it begins during the early stages of pregnancy.  At the na-
tional level, the percentage of mothers entering prenatal care in the first trimester has been
steadily increasing.  Louisiana, while consistently below the national percentage, has shown
similar improvement.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
                National Center for Health Statistics (preliminary 1997 data)

2 Institute of Medicine.  (1994).  �Prenatal Care and Low Birthweight: Effects on Health Care Expenditures.�  In: Preventing Low Birthweight.
(pp. 212-37)  Washington, DC: National Academy Press.
3 Fiscella, K.  (1995).  �Does Prenatal Care Improve Birth Outcomes? A Critical Review.�  Obstetrics & Gynecology 85, 468-79.

In the following table, percentages of women utilizing prenatal care are furnished to allow compari-
son of Louisiana with neighboring states.  (As previously noted, preliminary NCHS 1997 numbers
are used for cross-state comparisons.)  In 1997, 81.3% of Louisiana residents who gave birth
entered prenatal care in the first trimester, as compared with 82.5% of mothers in the United
States.  Louisiana ranked 37th in the nation and second among neighboring states.
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Less than half (47.3%) of mothers under the age of 15 started prenatal care in the first trimester of
pregnancy, and 6.5% of this age group never received any prenatal care.  However, entry into care
improved with age before leveling off in the mid-twenties.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

African-American women entered into prenatal care in a timely manner less frequently than whites
and other races.  Only 71.1% of African-American mothers had their first prenatal visit in the first
trimester, compared with 88.7% of white mothers.  Also, 2.7% of African-American mothers re-
ceived no prenatal care, as compared with 0.6% of white women.
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Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

*According to modified Kessner index
Source:  Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

In Louisiana, adequacy of prenatal care is measured by a modified Kessner index, which defines
prenatal care as adequate if the first prenatal visit occurred in the first trimester of pregnancy and if
the total number of visits was appropriate to the gestational age of the baby at birth.  It should be
noted, however, that these measures assess neither the quality nor the content of prenatal care
and, therefore, are most likely overestimates of the adequacy of the care.  Of the 65,011 Louisiana
residents who gave birth in 1997, 75.4% received adequate prenatal care.
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Low Birth Weight
A low birth weight infant is defined as an infant weighing less than 2500 grams (5 pounds, 8
ounces) at birth.  Low birth weight is a major cause of infant mortality, with more than three-quar-
ters of infant deaths caused by babies being born too small or too early.4   Low birth weight contrib-
utes significantly to later childhood handicap as well.  Low birth weight infants are more likely to
have brain damage, lung and liver disease, subnormal growth, developmental problems, and other
adverse health conditions.  The effects of low birth weight follow infants throughout life, as they
are more likely to have mild learning disorders, attention disorders, and developmental impair-
ments.5   A higher proportion of low birth weight infants also go on to be enrolled in special educa-
tion classes than their normal birth weight counterparts.6

In 1997, 6,727 of the infants born to Louisiana residents weighed less than 2500 grams (5lbs 8oz).
This represents 10.2% of the live births that year, as compared with 7.5% of the babies born in the
United States who were low birth weight.  In recent years, neither Louisiana nor the nation has
shown any significant reduction in the percentage of infants born with low birth weight.

In the table below, percentages are furnished to provide an idea of Louisiana�s standing among
the neighboring states in terms of low birth weight infants.  (As previously noted, preliminary NCHS
1997 percentages are used for cross-state comparisons.)  In 1997, Louisiana had the highest
percentage of low birth weight babies in the nation.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
                National Center for Health Statistics (preliminary 1997 data)

4 Paneth NS.  (1995) �The Problem of Low Birth Weight.�  In The Future of Children, Low Birth Weight (19-34).
5 Institute of Medicine.  (1985). �The Significance of Low Birthweight.�  In: Preventing Low Birthweight.  (pp. 21-45).  Washington, DC: National
Academy Press.
6 Hack M, Klein NK, Taylor HG.  �Long-Term Developmental Outcomes of Low Birth Weight Infants.�  The Future of Children, Low Birth Weight
1995;5:19-34.
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African-Americans gave birth to infants of low birth weight more than twice as frequently as white
women did, at 14.6% compared with 7.0% of live births.  This discrepancy held true for all age
groups.  Examination of births by age groups found mothers 40 and older had the highest percent-
age of low birth weight babies (13.2% of live births), as well as the greatest discrepancy between
white mothers (9.2% of births were low weight) and African-American mothers (19.6% of births
were low weight).

Allen parish had the highest percentage of low birth weight babies at 13.3% of live births, and
Caldwell parish had the lowest at 3.6% of live births.  The map on the following page shows the
percent of live births that are low birth weight babies in each parish.

7 Ventura SJ, Martin JA, Curtin SC, Mathews TJ.  �Report of Final Natality Statistics, 1995.�  Monthly Vital Statistics Report; vol 45 no 11, supp.
Hyattsville, Maryland: National Center for Health Statistics.  1997.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
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Infants weighing less than 1500 grams (3 lbs 5oz) at birth are considered to be very low birth
weight and are at much greater risk of mortality and long-term disability.  The risk of early death for
a very low birth weight infant is about 65 times that of infants who weigh at least 1500 grams.7   In
1997, 2.1% of infants born to Louisiana residents weighed less than 1500 grams, as compared
with 1.4% of infants born to United States residents.  As with infants weighing less than 2500
grams, there were demographic differences in the mothers giving births to very low birth weight
infants.  African-American mothers gave birth to very low birth weight infants three times as fre-
quently as white mothers did, at 3.4% compared with 1.2% of live births.  Infants born to young
mothers and older mothers of all races were also more frequently very low birth weight.  Of all
infants born to mothers under the age of 20, 2.3% were very low birth weight, and 2.2% of infants
born to mothers over the age of 40 weighed less than 1500 grams.

Percent

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
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Teen Births
Despite an overall decrease in teen birth rates over the last two decades, teenage pregnancy
continues to be a problem for the nation.  Teen mothers are less likely to receive adequate prena-
tal care and are more likely to give birth to low birth weight infants.8   These infants are also more
likely to be hospitalized and go on to have childhood health problems.  National Statistics report
that most (76%9 ) births to teens occur outside of marriage, and 25%10  of teenage mothers go on
to have more children within the next two years.  These factors, combined with the fact that teen-
age mothers are less likely to finish high school, contribute to the high proportion of women living
in poverty who first gave birth during adolescence.  In 1993, of the 3.8 million mothers aged 15-44
who received welfare or Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), 55% first became
mothers as teenagers.11   In fiscal year 1995, Louisiana spent over $875 million on programs that
support families begun by teens (in the form of AFDC, Food Stamps, WIC, and Medicaid).  In
contrast, Louisiana spent only $5.7 million on programs designed to prevent teenage pregnancy.12

In 1997, there were 12,225 live births to Louisiana residents under the age of 20.  This number
comprised 18.6% of the total live births to Louisiana residents in 1997, as compared with 12.8% at
the national level.

*Teen mothers are less than 20 years old at the time of birth
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics, National Center for Health Statistics (preliminary 1997 data)

8 Lewis CT, Mathews TJ, Heuser RL. Prenatal Care in the United States, 1980�94. National Center for Health Statistics. Vital
   Health Stat 21(54). 1996.
9 Ventura SJ, Martin JA, Mathews TJ, Clarke SC. �Advance report of Final Natality Statistics, 1994.� Monthly Vital Statistics report;
   vol 44 no 11, supp. Hyattsville, Maryland: National Center for Health Statistics. 1996.
10 The Alan Guttmacher Institute. Sex and America�s Teenagers. 1994.
11 The Alan Guttmacher Institute. Issues in Brief. February 1995.
12 Kreutzer, Tracy A. Expenditures and Investments: Adolescent Pregnancy in the South. Volume II. (1997), Southern Regional
    Project on Infant Mortality. Washington, DC.
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*Teen mothers are less than 20 years old at the time of birth
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

13 Clarke SC and Ventura SL. Birth and Fertility Rates for States: United States, 1990. National Center for Health Statistics.
    Vital Health Stat 21(52). 1994.

In the table below, percentages are furnished to provide an idea of Louisiana�s standing among
the neighboring states in terms of births to teenagers.  (As noted previously, preliminary NCHS
1997 numbers are used to facilitate cross-state comparisons.)  Louisiana has consistently ranked
near the top of the states in terms of percentage of live births to teens, and 1997 was no excep-
tion.  Louisiana had the third highest percentage of live births to teens in the nation, one of the
four southern states at the top of the list.

To make comparisons of births among teens in different race groups meaningful, teen birth rates
have been calculated by relating the number of teen births in each race group to the total number
of teen women in the same race group.  This method of calculating teen birth rates controls for
differences in the proportion of women in the race groups, and is the method used by the National
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS).13   In Louisiana, the birth rate for African-American teenagers
in 1997 was more than twice that of white teenagers, at 51.3 compared with 25.0 births per 1,000
women in the respective age and race groups.
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There is considerable variation in teenage birth rates by parish.  Acadia parish has the highest rate
at 152.5 births per 1,000 women aged 15-19.  This is over four times the rate of Lincoln, the parish
with the lowest rate at 33.2 births per 1,000 women aged 15-19.  The following map shows teen-
age birth rates in Louisiana by parish.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
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���2WKHU � ����� ��� ����
$VFHQVLRQ ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ��� ���
$VVXPSWLRQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
$YR\HOOHV ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ��� ���
%HDXUHJDUG ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ��� ���
%LHQYLOOH ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
%RVVLHU ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ����
&DGGR ���� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ���� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ���� ����
&DOFDVLHX ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ���� ���
&DOGZHOO ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ����� ��� ���
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3UHQDWDO�&DUH
 ������OEV�� $JH����<HDUV
&DPHURQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN � ���� ���� ���
���2WKHU � ����� ��� ���
&DWDKRXOD ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH �� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
&ODLERUQH ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ����� ���� ���
&RQFRUGLD ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ��� ���
'H6RWR ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
(��%DWRQ�5RXJH ���� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ���
���%ODFN ���� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU ��� ���� ��� ���
(��&DUUROO ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH �� ���� ��� ���
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
(��)HOLFLDQD ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
(YDQJHOLQH ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ���� ���
)UDQNOLQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ����� ��� ���
*UDQW ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� �����
,EHULD ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ����
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3UHQDWDO�&DUH
 ������OEV�� $JH����<HDUV
,EHUYLOOH ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
-DFNVRQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ����� ��� ���
-HIIHUVRQ ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ���� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU ��� ���� ��� ���
-HIIHUVRQ�'DYLV ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ���� ����
/DID\HWWH ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ���
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ���
/DIRXUFKH ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ����
/D6DOOH ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ��� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
/LQFROQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
/LYLQJVWRQ ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ��� ����
0DGLVRQ ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH �� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
0RUHKRXVH ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
1DWFKLWRFKHV ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ��� ����
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3UHQDWDO�&DUH
 ������OEV�� $JH����<HDUV
2UOHDQV ���� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ���
���%ODFN ���� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU ��� ���� ��� ���
2XDFKLWD ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ���� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ���� ���
3ODTXHPLQHV ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ���
3RLQWH�&RXSHH ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
5DSLGHV ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ����
5HG�5LYHU ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH �� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ��� ���
5LFKODQG ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ����� ��� ���
6DELQH ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ����
6W��%HUQDUG ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ���
6W��&KDUOHV ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ��� ���
6W��+HOHQD ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH �� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ���� ���
6W��-DPHV ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ���
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
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3UHQDWDO�&DUH
 ������OEV�� $JH����<HDUV
6W��-RKQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
6W��/DQGU\ ���� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ���� ����
6W��0DUWLQ ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ���� ����
6W��0DU\ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ����
6W��7DPPDQ\ ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ���
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ���
7DQJLSDKRD ���� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ���� ����
7HQVDV �� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH �� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
7HUUHERQQH ���� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ���� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU ��� ���� ��� ����
8QLRQ ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ���� ���� ���
9HUPLOLRQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ���
9HUQRQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU �� ���� ��� ����
:DVKLQJWRQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
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3UHQDWDO�&DUH
 ������OEV�� $JH����<HDUV
:HEVWHU ��� ���� ���� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ����� ��� ���
:��%DWRQ�5RXJH ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN ��� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ����� ���� �����
:��&DUUROO ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH �� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ��� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
:��)HOLFLDQD ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH �� ���� ��� ���
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
:LQQ ��� ���� ��� ����
���:KLWH ��� ���� ��� ����
���%ODFN �� ���� ���� ����
���2WKHU � ��� ��� ���
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C.  DEATHS

Death Counts and Mortality Rates (Crude and Age-Adjusted)
There were 39,917 deaths among Louisiana residents in 1997, representing a slight increase from
39,511 deaths in 1996.  Of total deaths, there were approximately equal numbers of males
(50.8%) and females (49.2%).  In terms of race, 1997 deaths included 27,312 white, 12,405
African-American, and 200 other race deaths.  On 16 death certificates, race was not recorded.
Of total resident deaths, 19.0%, 47.5%, and 21.6% occurred among those aged 45-64 years, 65-
84 years, and 85 years and older, respectively.  Age information was not recorded in 28 deaths.

Crude death rates are useful for examining the overall mortality risk of an area or population
group, since they utilize total population and do not account for differences in age distributions.  In
Louisiana, the crude death rate slightly increased from 908.2 per 100,000 population in 1996 to
917.3 in 1997.  In comparison, the United States rate was 872.5 in 1996 and 864.9 in 1997.  In
Louisiana the crude death rate has been steadily increasing since the mid-1980s.  In 1990 the
crude death rate in Louisiana leapt beyond the United States rate and has maintained a wide
margin ever since.

Sources: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
                  National Center for Health Statistics (preliminary US 1997 data)

Crude (or unadjusted) death rates give us an estimate of the overall mortality for a population,
because they measure deaths in the population as a whole.  Crude rates, however, ignore idiosyn-
crasies in the composition of a population, such as the unusually large number of elderly people
who live in parts of Florida.  Population idiosyncrasies like this can cause an increase in the crude
death rate because of the large number of people in the population who are at high risk of dying
because of advancing age.

Adjusted rates (also called standardized rates) are derived from statistical procedures that adjust
for differences in population composition, such as age, race, or gender, which can increase or
decrease the likelihood of death in one or more of the populations being considered.  Age is the
most common factor for which adjustment is done, since it is the most significant characteristic
related to death and disease.
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Because age-adjusted death rates control for the variations in death rates among age groups,
they make comparisons between age groups more meaningful.  However, the age-adjusted mor-
tality measure is not a true estimation of the death rate, as the crude mortality measure is, and it
should not be used in comparisons with crude mortality rates.  Differences seen in age-adjusted
rates in two different populations may reflect an actual difference in death rates in the two popula-
tions, or may be due to other factors, such as race or gender, which were not taken into account
when the adjustments for age were made.

In the table below, crude and age-adjusted mortality rates are furnished to provide an idea of
Louisiana�s standing among the neighboring states.  (Note: Although Louisiana�s final 1997 rates
are available and are reported in this document, National Center for Health Statistics preliminary
1997 data for all states have been used in the table below to permit comparison with surrounding
states.)  While all except Texas�s rate are well above the national figure, Louisiana�s crude mortal-
ity rate lies within the range of the neighboring state rates.

The difference between Louisiana�s crude death rate and the United States rate may be affected
by the age distribution of the population.  The graph below demonstrates how age distributions of
populations change over time, and highlights the importance of using age-adjusted rates to make
comparisons among populations.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
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The increase in the crude death rate seen in Louisiana since the mid-1980�s is attributable at least
in part to the age distribution of the population given in the previous figure.  The large 5-17 year
old population in 1970 has become older over time and constituted a large 25-44 year old popula-
tion in 1990.  Simply stated, the population of Louisiana in 1990 was older than the state popula-
tion was in 1970.

As expected, the greatest proportion of deaths occurred in those of the 65-84 and the 85 and
older age groups.  Death rates for males exceeded those for females in the younger and middle
age groups, and were therefore well below female rates in the eldest age group.

8QGHU�� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� 7RWDO
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The age-adjusted death rate due to all causes for Louisiana in 1997 was 580.7 per 100,000
population.  In comparison with the United States and other states, using preliminary 1997 data
from the CDC�s National Center for Health Statistics, Louisiana�s age-adjusted death rate (582.9
per 100,000) is the second highest in the nation, and is markedly higher than that of the United
States as a whole (478.1 per 100,000).  Louisiana belongs to a group of southern states (Missis-
sippi, Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina) that traditionally has higher age-adjusted death
rates for stroke, cancer, cardiovascular disease, and all-cause mortality.

Leading Causes of Death
Of the total 39,917 deaths to Louisiana residents in 1997, the leading causes of death were (in
order) diseases of the heart, malignant neoplasms (cancer), cerebrovascular disease (stroke),
accidents & adverse effects, and diabetes, as displayed in the figure below.  Sixty-eight percent of
all deaths in Louisiana in 1997 are attributable to these five causes.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

The top three causes, diseases of the heart, malignant neoplasms, and cerebrovascular disease,
together account for 59% of total deaths.  Little variation was observed in the rates compared with
1996.  In fact, these top four causes have consistently been the leading causes of death in Louisi-
ana for the past twenty years (see following tables), though the rankings may have changed.  The
fifth-ranked cause has varied among diabetes, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD),
and influenza and pneumonia.  The three leading causes of death in Louisiana are identical to
those of the nation as a whole.  However, diabetes is a more serious problem in the state (5th) than
on the national level (7th), and accidents are ranked higher in Louisiana (4th) than nationally (5th).
COPD nationally is ranked higher (4th) than in Louisiana (6th).

While diseases of the heart have been the number one cause of death in Louisiana for many
years, the 1997 crude death rate continues the dramatic downward trend over the past two de-
cades in both Louisiana and the United States as a whole.  Furthermore, malignant neoplasms,
cerebrovascular diseases, and accidents rates also have steadily declined.
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When we look beyond the top five causes of death in Louisiana in 1997, we find COPD, pneumo-
nia and influenza; homicide and legal intervention; nephritis, nephrotic syndrome, and nephrosis;
and septicemia rounding out the top ten causes of death in the state.  On the national level, the
1997 preliminary (CDC) top ten causes do not include homicide & legal intervention or septicemia,
but do include suicide and chronic liver disease & cirrhosis.

The age-adjusted death rates for the leading causes of death in Louisiana were determined by
ranking the crude death rates from highest to lowest and then adjusting these rates (in the same
order) for age.

The top five cause-specific, age-adjusted death rates for Louisiana in 1997 were:
� Diseases of the heart
� Cancer
� Cerebrovascular disease
� Accidents and adverse effects
� Diabetes mellitus

In comparing the ten most common causes of death in Louisiana with those of the United States
as a whole, deaths from accidents/adverse effects, diabetes mellitus and homicide ranked higher
in Louisiana then in the nation; deaths from COPD, pneumonia, HIV infection, suicide, and chronic
liver disease/cirrhosis ranked lower.  However, almost all of Louisiana�s ten age-adjusted leading
causes of death are higher than in the United States, COPD and pneumonia being the exceptions.
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Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

The following chart illustrates the benefits of using age-adjusted mortality rates when comparing
mortality in different population groups.  This chart displays age-adjusted mortality rates for the five
leading causes of death in Louisiana in 1997.  This adjustment allows for direct comparison of all
race-gender groups.

The age-adjusted rates show that males, particularly African-American males, are at higher risk
than females for death from heart disease, cancer, and accidents.  African-Americans are at higher
risk than whites for death from diabetes.

*Rates per 100,000 population
Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics

The following graph displays overall age-adjusted mortality rates for Louisiana�s major causes of
death over the past five years.  With the exception of heart disease deaths, little has changed
since 1993.
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The following table lists age-adjusted mortality rates for the four major race-gender groups over
the last five years.
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Infant Deaths

Overview
Infant mortality encompasses all deaths that occur within the first year of life and excludes fetal
deaths (miscarriages and abortions).  This measure can be a significant predictor of the health
status of a particular area, population, or nation, since it is associated with many factors, such as
socioeconomic status and access to health care.

There are several measures used to describe mortality in this age group.  While infant mortality
measures deaths during the first year, neonatal mortality describes deaths occurring through the
first 27 days.  Other measures include post-neonatal mortality, which measures deaths occurring
from 28 days to one year, hebdomadal mortality, which is limited to the first seven days, and
perinatal mortality, which measures deaths occurring late in gestation and after birth.

Infant Mortality
Infant mortality is defined as death during the first year of life.  This measure excludes fetal deaths
(abortions and miscarriages).  In 1997 in the state of Louisiana, there were 629 deaths to children
under one year of age.  The infant mortality rate is defined as the number of deaths within the first
year of life per 1000 live births.  As shown in the figure below, the infant mortality rate has been
dropping steadily in the past several decades, with the greatest change observed between 1970
and 1980�a 41% reduction.  Although the rate rose between 1996 and 1997, it has seen an
overall decline in the past few years�from 10.5 deaths per 1000 live births in 1994 to 9.5 in 1997.

Sources: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
                 National Center for Health Statistics
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While the trend in Louisiana reflects a decline in infant mortality rates over the past several de-
cades, the rate is still high compared with the national infant mortality rate.  The state mortality rate
has been at least 20% greater than the national rate since 1992.  In 1995, the United States rate
was 7.6 deaths per 1000 live births, and in 1997 the national rate was 7.1.  By international stan-
dards, even this national rate is high.  In 1993, 24 other countries� infant mortality rates were lower
than the United States.14

There are geographic variations in infant mortality as well.  As shown in the parish-level tables that
follow this section, rates range from 5.7 to 17.6, with the rate for Morehouse parish being three
times the infant mortality rate in Catahoula.

In the table below, infant mortality rates are are furnished to provide an idea of Louisiana�s stand-
ing among the neighboring states.  (Note: Although Louisiana�s final 1997 rate is available and is
reported in this document, National Center for Health Statistics preliminary 1997 data for all states
have been used in the table below to permit comparison with surrounding states.)  While all except
Texas� rate are well above the national figure, Louisiana�s infant mortality rate lies in the middle of
the spectrum of the neighboring state rates.

Infant mortality rates differ substantially by race.  Though rates of infant death are decreasing
across racial groups, children born to African-American mothers tend to have higher infant mortal-
ity rates than those born to white mothers.  It is important to note that starting in 1989, the race of
the mother is used for analyses instead of the race of the child, so race-specific infant mortality
rates prior to 1989 are not comparable with more current rates.  In 1997, there were 254 white,
370 African-American, and 5 other race deaths in Louisiana.  The infant mortality rates were 6.8,
13.6, and 3.6 deaths per 1000 race-specific live births respectively.  The overall infant mortality
rate for African-Americans is double that of whites.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
               National Center for Health Statistics

14 National Center for Health Statistics.  Health, United States 1996-1997 and Injury Chartbook.  Hyattsville, Maryland, 1997.
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Neonatal Mortality
Neonatal mortality represents the period from birth through the first 27 days of life, and the neona-
tal mortality rate is calculated as the number of deaths during this period per 1000 live births.  In
1997, 410 neonatal deaths accounted for 65% of total infant deaths.  The overall neonatal mortal-
ity rate was 6.2 per 1000.  This is an increase from 1996, when the rate was 5.6 per 1000.

Displayed in the figure below is the pattern of neonatal mortality in Louisiana and the United
States.  The state rate has been decreasing, though it is still higher than the national rate.

Racial disparity is still observed; Louisiana�s 1997 neonatal mortality rate for whites was 4.4 per
1000, while the rate for African-Americans was twice as high at 8.9 per 1000.  While Louisiana�s
overall rate is higher than the national rate, the state�s race-specific rates mirror those of the
United States, with white rates slightly higher in Louisiana than in the rest of the country.

Source: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
               National Center for Health Statistics

Sources: Louisiana State Center for Health Statistics
                 National Center for Health Statistics
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Injury Deaths
Injuries are a substantial and preventable public health problem and account for approximately 8%
of deaths in Louisiana.  In 1993, injuries accounted for 57% of all deaths among persons aged
1-34 and 78% of all deaths among persons 15-24 years.  Many injury epidemiology and injury
control programs depend on injury mortality and morbidity data for program planning and evalua-
tion.

When referring to injury deaths, the term �injury� includes (a) unintentional injuries, suicides, and
homicides and (b) injuries from undetermined intent, legal intervention (i.e. law enforcement), and
operations of war.  The term does not include adverse effects of either medical care or therapeutic
use of drugs.15

15 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  �Recommended Framework for Presenting Injury Mortality Data.�  MMWR (46:RR-14) 1997.
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